
Solar panels no longer pay in
some states
By Diane Cardwell, New York Times

LAFAYETTE — It was only two years ago that Elroy Holtmann
spent about $20,000 on a home solar array to help cover the
costs of charging his new electric car. With the savings on
his monthly electric bills, he figured the investment would
pay for itself in about a dozen years.

But then the utilities regulators changed the equation.

As a result, Pacific Gas & Electric recently did away with the
rate  schedule  chosen  by  Holtmann,  a  retired  electrical
engineer,  and  many  other  solar  customers  in  this  part  of
California. The new schedule will make them pay much more for
the electricity they draw from the grid in the evening, while
paying those customers less for the excess power their solar
panels send back to the grid on sunny summer days.

As a result, Holtmann’s solar setup may never pay for itself.

The  paradox  is  playing  out  around  the  country.  Even  as
policymakers at the federal and state levels promote clean
energy to fight global warming, the economics of electricity
can often be at odds with those goals.
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