
Opinion:  Farewell,  fair
Senate
Publisher’s note: This column is from the Dec. 8, 2016, New
York Times.

By Harry Reid

In my time in the Senate, I’ve served with 281 senators. I’ve
rarely given advice unless asked. But since I am leaving the
Senate floor for the final time, I have a few things to say.

To  Republicans,  I  say  recognize  the  difference  between
campaigning and governing, and beware of knee-jerk opposition
to the accomplishments of the Obama era.

Despite the fact that your nominee lost the popular vote by
nearly three million votes, your leaders have announced their
intention to repeal the Affordable Care Act early in the next
Congress, with no replacement. This is a dramatic misreading
of your mandate. It will lead you into a quagmire that will
cause pain for millions of Americans and bedevil you for the
next four years.

 

To Democrats, I say it has never been more important to stand
up for the things we believe in. We are entering a new Gilded
Age. Next year, a billionaire president who just settled a
fraud suit for $25 million over his business exploits will be
pushing tax cuts for the top 1 percent, supposedly in the name
of populism.
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