
When  an  avalanche  comes
knocking

A  wall  of  snow  at  the  Siig’s
house in Alpine Meadows on Jan.
10. Photo/Steven Siig

By Melissa Siig, Moonshine Ink

On the morning of Jan. 10, little did I know that by the end
of the day I would have one of the most famous doorways in the
country. But that’s what happened when an avalanche slammed
into the front of our house, and the picture we took of our
mudroom filled with snow went viral.

Welcome to life in an avalanche zone.

Living  in  Alpine  Meadows’  Avalanche  Zone  is  like  living
anywhere else in Tahoe, except when there is major snowfall.
Then the mountainside across from our house, which separates
Squaw Valley from Alpine Meadows, begins to look different. It
begins to look ominous. I stare at it and pray: please be
kind. Please be stable. Please don’t slide into our home.
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