Brown declares emergency
because of Jan. storms

By Associated Press

Gov. Jerry Brown has declared a state of emergency for 50
California counties that were drenched by winter storms.

Monday’'s two proclamations cover counties up and down the
state that were hit with flooding, mudslides, erosion and
damage to roads and highways from December and January storms.

Brown says “conditions of extreme peril” exist in the counties
because of damage estimated in the tens of millions of
dollars.

The declarations direct Caltrans to ask for immediate
assistance through the Federal Highway Administration’s
Emergency Relief Program. Brown also directs the state Office
of Emergency Services to provide assistance to local
governments.

With South Lake Tahoe and El Dorado County declaring local
emergencies, and Placer County expected to on Jan. 24, the
state declaration paves the way for the local jurisdictions to
recoup expenses.
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