
U.S.  wine  shipments,  sales
increase in 2016
By Bill Swindell, Santa Rosa Press Democrat

Continuing an expansion that has lasted more than 20 years,
U.S. wine shipments grew 2.8 percent in volume last year even
as  competition  increased  from  cheaper-priced  imports,
according  to  industry  figures  released  last  week.

Revenue from domestic wine sales jumped 4 percent last year as
Americans  continued  to  trade  up  for  higher-priced  wines,
according to data published by BW 166, a Santa Rosa consulting
firm. The price for the average bottle of wine sold in the
U.S.  surpassed  $10  for  the  first  time,  a  reflection  of
consumers’ willingness to pay more for better wines.

 U.S. wineries sold a record 383 million cases of wine in
2016, according to preliminary figures released by BW 166.
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