Bill would remove Nev. from
9th Circuit Court

By Debra J. Saunders, Las Vegas Review-Journal

WASHINGTON — How big is the 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals?
The San-Francisco-based circuit is so big that it represents
nine states, including Nevada, 20 percent of the U.S.
population and 40 percent of the nation’s land mass. It’s so
big that Congress has looked at bills to split the circuit
since 1941, and it’'s so big that none of those measures have
succeeded.

This year, however, Sens. Jeff Flake and John McCain, both R-
Ariz., see the possibility of success. They’ve introduced
legislation to create a new 12th Circuit by peeling away siXx
states — Nevada, Washington, Idaho, Montana, Arizona and
Alaska.

The slimmed-down 9th Circuit would continue to hear appeals
from California, Oregon and Hawaii, as well as Guam and the
Northern Mariana Islands.
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