Librarians take up arms
against fake news

By Jerry Large, Seattle Times

Janelle Hagen is a school librarian whose job goes far beyond
checking out books. She and many other 1librarians are
equipping students to fight through lies, distortion and
trickery to find their way to truth.

Helping students become smarter evaluators of the information
that floods into their lives has become increasingly necessary
in an era in which fake news is a constant.

Two University of Washington professors recently announced a
new class that will focus on the ways data are misused to
mislead the public. Younger students may need guidance even
more.

Besides running the library, Hagen said, she teaches a class
called “digital life.” She meets with fifth-graders twice a
week and with eighth-graders once a week. The classes are a
mix of technology and information-literacy skills, but since
the presidential election, she’s increased the focus on the
latter.
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