Calif. storms: Wettest water
year in 122 years

By Mark Gomez, Bay Area News Group

The first five months of California’s water year are the
wettest in 122 years of record keeping, according to federal
scientists.

Between October 2016 and February 2017, California averaged
27.81 inches of precipitation, the highest average since 1895,
according to data released Wednesday by the National Centers
for Environmental Information, part of the National Oceanic
and Atmospheric Administration.

This current water season slightly outpaced 1968-69 (27.34
inches average), when a series of powerful storms in January
and February resulted in widespread flooding in Central and
Southern California, resulting in at least 60 deaths,
according to a federal report. The third wettest October-
February occurred in 1997-1998, according to the data.
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