Gaming 1ndustry steering
clear of pot business

By Richard N. Velotta, Las Vegas Review-Journal

When Attorney General Jeff Sessions explained how and why the
Justice Department would address pot smoking, for both medical
and recreational purposes, it sent a wave of trepidation
through Nevada, where voters in November approved legalizing
marijuana consumption.

One place where it was business as wusual after the
announcement was within the office of the state Gaming Control
Board, which in November reminded companies in the casino
industry to stay away from the marijuana business because
state gaming agents intend to continue to treat pot possession
and distribution as a felony.

A directive from Control Board member Terry Johnson in May
2014 essentially told licensees to make a choice: Either
participate in gaming or in marijuana distribution because you
can’t do both. In November, after Question 2 legalizing
marijuana was passed, Nevada Gaming Commission Chairman Tony
Alamo repeated Johnson’s message.
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