Runoff should have Tahoe
reaching capacity

Water is flowing from Lake Tahoe
through the dam in Tahoe into the
Truckee River. Photo/LTN

By Amy Graff, San Francisco Chronicle

The depressing scene of boat docks sitting high and dry on
wide beaches around Lake Tahoe will likely be a fleeting
memory this summer.

Winter’s unrelenting storms built up a substantial Sierra
snowpack and are expected to fill the lake for the first time
in 11 years.

Lake Tahoe’s natural rim is at 6,223 feet above sea level. The
lake can store an additional 6.1 feet in its reservoir and
climbs up to 6,229 feet at full capacity, its legal maximum
limit. Tahoe'’'s water level reached 6,226.84 feet on Wednesday;
the lake needs about 88 billion gallons of water to jump up
the 2.26 feet required to be completely full.
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