Editorial: Don’t mess with
national monuments

Publisher’s note: This editorial is from the April 26, 2017,
Sacramento Bee.

Donald Trump is all about states’ rights — that is until it
comes to California and its national monuments.

On Wednesday, the president signed a potentially disastrous
executive order, directing Interior Secretary Ryan Zinke to
review the status of 24 federally protected swathes of land
and water. Although we won’t know much more until this summer,
the order could lead to the reduction or even elimination of
monuments designated by three previous presidents.

On the potential chopping block is Berryessa Snow Mountain
National Monument, a spectacular stretch of wilderness about
100 miles north of Sacramento. Monuments on Trump’s list also
include Giant Sequoia, Sand to Snow, Carrizo Plain, World War
ITI Valor in the Pacific and Mojave Trails.
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