Nev. prepares for potential
Katrina-style spring flooding
By Benjamin Spillman, Reno Gazette-Journal

Nevada could see weeks of Katrina-style flooding when warm
spring and summer sunshine melts the massive snowpack
blanketing the Sierra Nevada.

That’s according to the Nevada National Guard and other
emergency planners and responders who briefed Gov. Brian
Sandoval on potential disaster scenarios.

“Typically, Nevada experiences flash flooding,” Col. Cory
Schulz told Sandoval, referencing hurricane flooding in 2005
that devastated New Orleans and southern Mississippi. “This
will be saturation flooding, much like Katrina.”

The state has already endured two flood situations that
triggered federal disaster declarations in February and March
for western and northern parts of the state.

Three counties, Churchill, Lyon and Douglas, have declared
emergencies in advance of the coming snowmelt and more could
join that group, Sandoval said.
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