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BRUNSWICK, Maine — Chaz Wing was 12 when they came after him.
The classmates who tormented him were children, too, entering
the age of pimples and cracking voices.

Eventually, he swore under oath, the boys raped him and left
him bleeding, the culmination of a year of harassment. Though
Chaz repeatedly told teachers and administrators about insults
and  physical  attacks,  he  didn’t  report  being  sexually
assaulted until a year later, launching a long legal fight
over whether his school had done enough to protect him.

Chaz’s saga is more than a tale of escalating bullying. Across
the U.S., thousands of students have been sexually assaulted,
by other students, in high schools, junior highs and even
elementary schools — a hidden horror educators have long been
warned not to ignore.

Relying on state education records, supplemented by federal
crime data, a yearlong investigation by the Associated Press
uncovered roughly 17,000 official reports of sex assaults by
students over a four-year period, from fall 2011 to spring
2015.
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