STHS’ next principal eager to
do great things

By Kathryn Reed

Passion and energy spill forth from Carline Sinkler as she
talks about her next job — principal of South Tahoe High
School.

“I'm excited about all the work being done, career technology
education, getting students ready for college and life,”
Sinkler told Lake Tahoe News. “What impressed me was the
enthusiasm of the staff. They are student-centered and forward
thinking. I feel like I'm coming into a community that 1is
poised to do incredible work.”

She wants to build on the strengths that already exist.
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“Her interpersonal skills, enthusiasm and vision will enhance
and strengthen the existing programs at South Tahoe High
School,” Superintendent Jim Tarwater told Lake Tahoe News. “We
loved her mission statement: where you pursue a communitywide
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vision of thriving, future-ready students and schools through
a collaborative, innovative learning-centered leadership.”

He said Sinkler made a great connection with both interview
panels. The district interviewed five of the 29 people who
applied. Sinkler’s first day will be July 19 at an annual
salary of $134,040.

Today she is principal of Herbert Hoover Middle School in San
Francisco; a job she has had since 2013.

Sinkler, 50, has done a lot work around college and career
readiness at the middle school level, and wants to take that
to the next level.

“One of the things I'm really excited about is working around
the sports medicine academy. I think that is super, super
neat,” she said.

One of her first jobs will be to ensure everything is in place
for the visit next school year from the Western Association of
Schools and Colleges in regards to accreditation. The school
is finishing the first of two years on probationary
accreditation status. Chad Houck was let go because of the
accreditation issues.

Sinkler said she has looked at what the school and district
have done to prepare for the next evaluation. While she knows
it will be a challenge, Sinkler is confident regarding what is
being done and believes the school will prevail.

While going from such an urban environment to the rural
mountains might seem like 180-degree change, for Sinkler,
coming to Tahoe in some ways feels like going home. She grew
up in the upper peninsula in Michigan so she knows all about
snow. She would cross country ski to the bus stop. Plus, she
lives in Marin County near open space and not in The City.

A knee injury keeps her off the downhill slopes, but she is an



avid cross country skier and snowshoer. Mountain biking 1is
another favorite sport. She’s already done the Flume Trail.
Paddleboarding is something else she enjoys doing with her
husband. The two were even married at Emerald Bay.



