Opinion: Why Calif. taxes go
up and up and up

By Jon Coupal and Vince Fong, Orange County Register

Before the ink on the governor’s signature has dried on the
largest gas tax increase in California history, Sacramento
Democrats are fully intending to break their promise to
dedicate the new revenue to fixing our crumbling roads.

In the upcoming budget, there is a proposal to divert 30
percent of this gas tax increase to items and programs
completely unrelated to repairing our roads and highways, such
as park maintenance and job training for felons.

Regrettably, these bait-and-switch tactics are now so
commonplace in Sacramento that few notice. For many years,
billions in transportation dollars have been diverted from
road building and maintenance to the general fund, which has
created the crisis we are currently facing. Why would anyone
think things will be different now with the new $52 billion
car and gas tax hikes?
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