Finding tranquility in Tahoe
even on a holiday

The start of another glorious day at Lake Tahoe. Photo/Kathryn
Reed

By Kathryn Reed

It's possible to enjoy Lake Tahoe without tourists on a
holiday, but it will cost you.

The cost is losing sleep.

Getting up to the see the sunrise at Emerald Bay on the Fourth
of July provided a natural explosion of color that no
fireworks show could ever come close to duplicating.


https://www.laketahoenews.net/2017/07/finding-tranquility-tahoe-even-holiday/
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Eagle Falls splashes down to Emerald
Bay. Photo/Kathryn Reed

The bay was glass; it would have been perfect for water skiing
if there weren’t the 5 mph no wake zone. A sailboat appeared
to have been moored overnight just off Fannette Island. Plenty
of vessels were at the boat-in campground.

A handful of other sunrise seekers were scattered about the
rocks above the bay and at Eagle Falls. Most with cameras,
others capturing mental images.

Eagle Falls is thundering down to the bay. This is the lower
falls; Upper Eagle Falls is across Highway 89, up the path
that leads to Eagle Lake.



Snow melt from Desolation Wilderness creates Glen Alpine
Falls. Photo/Kathryn Reed

This was not the only magical spot at this hour of the day.
(Sunrise was at 5:39am.)

Glen Alpine Falls on the far end of Fallen Leaf Lake Road was
the next destination. It was hard to catch a wink in the car;
this El Dorado County owned road is horrendous, with potholes
almost taking up a whole travel lane.



Wildflowers near Glen Alpine Falls
are starting to bloom. Photo/Kathryn
Reed

Still, the destination was worth testing the suspension and
being worried about the alignment.

There is more water than rock showing; usually it’s the other
way around.

The third fall was Hawley Grade in Meyers. It’s accessed at
the end of South Upper Truckee Road.


https://www.laketahoenews.net/2012/05/splendor-of-the-falls-worth-the-trek-up-hawley-grade/
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Hawley Grade Falls are not passable right now.
Photo/Kathryn Reed

When there is less water it’s possible to cross the falls. It
doesn’t even look inviting right now or like it would be a
possibility anytime soon.

This is a relatively short jaunt, with an elevation gain of
900 feet.

By 8:30am we had seen the sunrise, three waterfalls and did a
short hike.

It’s naptime.



