Opinion: Switch to silent
fireworks

By Lindsay Pollard-Post

There will be plenty of “oohs” and “aahs” during the July
Fourth fireworks celebration in Costa Mesa this year. But
there won’'t be any bone-rattling booms and bangs. That's
because the city is putting on a silent fireworks display —
and other cities should, too.

Noisy fireworks aren’t fun for everyone. For many dogs, cats,
wildlife and veterans suffering from post-traumatic stress
disorder, they are terrifying and can even be deadly.

Countless dogs and cats panic at the sound of explosions —
their hearing is much more acute than that of humans, after
all — and bolt from their homes, sometimes tearing through
screens, digging under fences or even crashing through
windows. Animal shelters across the country brace for an
influx of lost and injured animals following every July
Fourth.
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