Opinion: Trust in government
not a great idea

By Joel Fox, Fox & Hounds

Reassurances to taxpayers about proper management of new
revenue on the state and local level is too often ignored by
politicians once the money 1is secured. Recent examples of
attempts to spend money differently than promised are
common—but it’s an old story, as well.

The legislature passed the gas tax and vehicle license fee
increase amid promises that the money would go to the much-
needed repair of transportation infrastructure. Before the
governor had a chance to sign the bill, Democratic politicians
were proposing ways to spend the money that were far afield
from the transportation goals such as repairing restrooms in
state parks.

Part of the promises made on the use of the new gas tax money
is that voters will have a chance to pass a constitutional
amendment in an election next year to assure that the money
will be spent for transportation purposes.
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