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California’s high housing costs are driving poor and middle
income people out of their housing like never before. While
some are fleeing coastal areas for cheaper living inland,
others are leaving the state altogether.

Homelessness is on the rise. California is home to 12 percent
of the U.S. population, but 22 percent of its homeless people.
Cities that have seen dramatic rent increases, such as San
Francisco  and  Los  Angeles,  attribute  their  spikes  in
homelessness directly to a state housing shortage that has led
to an unprecedented affordability crisis.

Housing experts trace the problem back to the 1970s. Backlash
began to arise – in coastal communities, in particular – from
neighbors who opposed new housing in their neighborhoods.
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