Letter: Zero tolerance for
racism, white supremacy

To the community,

We have been witness to the violence that has taken place this
weekend during the white nationalist march in Charlottesville,
Va. One of the marchers photographed has been identified as a
UNR student.

Racism and white supremacist movements have a corrosive effect
on our society. These movements do not represent our values as
a university. We denounce any movement that targets
individuals due to the color of their skin, their religious
beliefs, political beliefs, sexual orientation,
ability/disability, or whether they were born in our country.
As an institution, we remain firm in our commitment in
denouncing all forms of bigotry and racism, which have no
place in a free and equal society.

UNR is a caring and safe community of students and employees
from a broad range of backgrounds with differing beliefs. This
community will not be divided by hateful language and
violence. Our learning environment respects the right to
freely express views and debate openly in civil discourse.
There will be clashes of beliefs and opinions, but they must
be peaceful. As a community, we abhor violence and it has no
place on our campus. If we are to come to greater
understanding of each other, it will be through open, honest,
non-violent discussion and exploration of all ideas. Educating
ourselves on the other’s point of view is the key to
understanding and peaceful co-existence.

The tragedy that occurred this weekend in Virginia is an
important reminder that we must recognize the perspectives of
all individuals. Peaceful assembly and exchange of ideas 1is
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part of the bedrock of any free society. We will maintain a
commitment to the safe, peaceful expression and exchange of
ideas on our campus.

Marc A. Johnson, UNR president



