Unspoken truth about radon in
Tahoe

By Stephen Saturno, Moonshine Ink

How can it be that one of the biggest health concerns in our
area goes mostly unnoticed? While most people have barely
heard of radon, testing in our area is nearly nonexistent.
Even when you buy a home, there’s a one-page disclosures
section that’s buried in a 200-page document somewhere after
your final closing cost summary.

Local and federal governments spend little money on education
and outreach while radon continues to be one of the leading
causes of lung cancer.

Radon is a colorless, odorless, and tasteless gas that comes
from the natural breakdown of uranium in rocks and soil.
Inhaling radon can lead to DNA damage, which can cause cancer.
In fact, the EPA states that it is the No. 2 cause of lung
cancer in the United States after cigarette smoking.
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