
Editorial: Ways to change how
Calif. manages water
Publisher’s note: This editorial is from the Nov. 14, 2017,
Water Deeply.

It’s time for California to rethink how it manages water for
the environment. Despite four decades of effort, many of the
state’s freshwater-dependent native species are in decline.
Controversy over water for the environment remains high. The
latest  drought  left  lasting  impacts  on  already-stressed
species and their ecosystems and highlighted the need for a
change of course.

Our new research identifies shortcomings in current practices
and lays out three reforms that could reduce conflict while
improving freshwater ecosystems.

The first critical problem area is water accounting. During
the latest drought, state and federal agencies found their
decision-making  hampered  by  gaps  in  information  on  water
availability and use as well as ecosystem conditions.
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