
Opinion: Brave enough to be
angry
By Lindy West, New York Times

Last  month,  an  “Access  Hollywood”  correspondent  asked  the
actress Uma Thurman to comment on abuse of power in Hollywood,
presumably in light of the sexual assault allegations against
the producer Harvey Weinstein.

Speaking  slowly  and  deliberately,  through  gritted  teeth,
Thurman responded, “I don’t have a tidy soundbite for you,
because I’ve learned — I am not a child — and I have learned
that when I’ve spoken in anger I usually regret the way I
express myself. So I’ve been waiting to feel less angry. And
when I’m ready, I’ll say what I have to say.”

Thurman is seething, like we have all been seething, in our
various  states  of  breaking  open  or,  as  Thurman  chooses,
waiting. We are seething at how long we have been ignored,
seething for the ones who were long ago punished for telling
the truth, seething for being told all of our lives that we
have  no  right  to  seethe.  Thurman’s  rage  is  palpable  yet
contained, conveying not just the tempestuous depths of #MeToo
but a profound understanding of the ways that female anger is
received and weaponized against women.
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