
Powerful  weather  satellite
will improve forecasting

The  Joint  Polar  Satellite  System  1
spacecraft  is  designed  to  ensure
accurate  weather  forecasting.
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By William Harwood, CBS News

The current three- to seven-day forecasts Americans have come
to rely on for planning everything from weekend picnics to
hurricane evacuations rely heavily on constant updates from
satellites  that  orbit  Earth’s  poles  measuring  temperature,
moisture  and  a  host  of  other  variables  that  define  the
planet’s ever-changing weather.

Early Tuesday, NASA launched the first of four state-of-the-
art polar orbiters for the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration, a $1.6 billion weather satellite that will
monitor  the  entire  planet  as  it  rotates  below,  feeding
computer  models  the  data  they  need  to  make  increasingly
accurate predictions.

Forecasters  and  climatologists  say  it  is  difficult  to
overstate the importance of the new satellite, which will join
a once experimental and now aging weather station already in
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polar orbit to ensure uninterrupted service.

Read the whole story
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