Sports leagues hedging bets
on nationwide legal gambling

By Ben Nuckols, AP

WASHINGTON — In court, all four major U.S. sports leagues are
fighting New Jersey’s challenge to the federal ban on sports
gambling, which the Supreme Court will hear next month.

Outside of court, leaders of three of the four leagues have
made public comments that suggest they wouldn’t mind losing
the case. Only the NFL has been steadfast in its opposition to
gambling, a stance that critics see as hypocritical,
especially as the Raiders plan a move to a billion-dollar
stadium just off the Las Vegas Strip.

As the Supreme Court prepares to hear a case that could lead
to the federal ban on sports betting being struck down, the
leagues are hedging their bets — preparing for a future of
expanded gambling and hoping to have a say in how legalization
takes effect.
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