U.S. climate report forecasts
shrinking snowpacks

By Don Jenkins, Capital Press

Snowpacks in California, Oregon, Idaho and Washington are
expected be much smaller by mid-century if greenhouse gas
emissions continue to rise, according to federal projections
released Friday.

The Fourth National Climate Assessment, completed once every
four years, asserts that the mild winter of 2014-15 may have
foreshadowed the future.

“As a harbinger, the unusually low Western U.S. snowpack of
2015 may become the norm,” according to the report.
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