California pays out millions
for sexual harassment

By Marjie Lundstrom, Sacramento Bee

Four young men who were locked in a youth correctional
facility in Southern California accused a male staff counselor
of coercing them into sex acts in exchange for contraband and
special treatment. The cost to taxpayers to settle their
lawsuit: $10 million.

At CSU Fullerton, a female student in her 20s reported that
her professor encouraged her to drink whiskey with him in his
office and advised her to masturbate during the week to relax,
then report back to him on her progress. The cost? The CSU
system paid $92,000 to settle her case, while the student
became fearful and anxious after the encounters and her
“quality of life declined,” her lawsuit contended.

And at California State Prison-Corcoran, which has housed the
likes of Juan Corona and Charles Manson until his recent
death, a female correctional officer said a fellow guard
repeatedly made explicit sexual comments, stared at her
breasts and crotch, touched her with his hands and pelvis and
called her at home, according to court documents and
interviews. The state settled her case for $750,000.
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