Calif. spent nearly $1.8B
fighting major 2017 wildfires

By Jonathan J. Cooper, AP

California state agencies spent nearly $1.8 billion fighting
fierce wildfires that killed dozens of people and destroyed
thousands of homes and businesses last year, legislative
budget experts reported.

The federal government will reimburse most of the costs, but
the state will still need to come up with about $371 million
on top of the state’s existing wildfire budget, the
Legislative Analyst’s Office told the Senate Budget committee.
That shouldn’t be a problem because state revenue has far
exceeded expectations so far this fiscal year and the general
fund is flush with cash.
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