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California has been blessed with the distinction of being home
to  some  of  the  richest  and  the  poorest  income-earning
Americans, according to a 2015 report by the Social Science
Research Council. This stark division of wealth between the
extravagantly rich and the destitute is displayed vividly in
how the state’s residents consume water. On the one hand, some
estate owners have been publicly shamed for watering their
lawns during extreme drought with thousands of gallons per day
– sometimes five or 10 times the average household rate. While
other  Californians  live  in  communities  where  there  isn’t
enough water or the water isn’t safe to drink.

But it’s not just access to water that’s a problem, it’s also
the cost. Many California residents, in both small towns and
big cities, are struggling to keep up with the rising price of
water. The State Water Resources Control Board has been tasked
with coming up with a plan to tackle affordability, but it’s
been slow going.
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