Federal wildlife protection
board stuffed with trophy
hunters

By Michael Biesecker, Jake Pearson and Jeff Horwitz, AP

WASHINGTON — A new U.S. advisory board created to help rewrite
federal rules for importing the heads and hides of African
elephants, lions and rhinos is stacked with trophy hunters,
including some members with direct ties to President Trump and
his family.

A review by the Associated Press of the backgrounds and social
media posts of the 16 board members appointed by Interior
Secretary Ryan Zinke indicates they will agree with his
position that the best way to protect critically threatened or
endangered species is by encouraging wealthy Americans to
shoot some of them.

One appointee co-owns a private New York hunting preserve with
Trump’s adult sons. The oldest son, Donald Trump Jr., drew the
ire of animal rights activists after a 2011 photo emerged of
him holding a bloody knife and the severed tail of an elephant
he killed in Zimbabwe.
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