Feds sue Calif. over laws
protecting immigrants

By Evan Halper, Los Angeles Times

The Trump administration, seeking to force a defiant
California to cooperate with its agenda of stepped-up
immigrant deportations, went to federal court Tuesday to
invalidate three state laws — the administration’s most direct
challenge yet to the state’s policies.

Administration officials say the three laws in question, all
passed by the Legislature last year, blatantly obstruct
federal immigration law and thus violate the Constitution’s
supremacy clause, which gives federal law precedence over
state enactments.

The laws make it a crime for business owners to voluntarily
help federal agents find and detain undocumented workers,
prohibit local law enforcement from alerting immigration
agents when detainees are released from custody, and create a
state inspection program for federal immigration detention
centers.
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