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When I was 10, I taught myself how to fish in California’s
redwood-lined  Russian  River,  once  a  world-renowned  wild
steelhead rainbow trout sport fishery. Today, as a veteran
trout  and  salmon  sport  angler  I  see  how  climate  change
threatens  our  wild  trout  and  salmon  populations  and  our
outdoor traditions.

California is home to 31 kinds of salmon and trout. Of those,
23 are at risk of going extinct over the next century. Many
factors affect the health of California fisheries, including
water diversions and pollution, forestry practices, mining,
and dams. Climate change, which leads to extreme drought,
reduced snowpack, increased wild fires, ocean acidification,
and warmer stream waters, compounds the threat to our cold-
water fisheries.
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