Ski resorts fight climate
change with snow blowers and
buses

By Eric Niiler, Wired

After a wimpy winter, spring break has arrived, and skiers and
snowboarders from Maine to Mammoth Lakes are stoked. More than
18 feet of snow has dropped at Squaw Valley in March; Utah’s
famed powder resorts have finally broken the 100-inch mark;
and New England has been pummeled by four big storms pushing
closing dates to late April.

At the same time, there are warning signs about the future of
the sport. Climate change has already made winters warmer and
shorter, while a March study by researchers at Oregon State
University found North America’s snowpack has declined up to
30 percent in the past century. By 2050, climate change will
cut ski resort winter seasons by 50 percent, with the hardest-
hit in the Pacific Northwest, Southwest, and Upper Midwest,
according to a 2016 study by the University of Colorado, the
Environmental Protection Agency, and consulting firm Abt
Associates.

Mountain snow isn’t just important for shredding; it also
provides drinking water for urban dwellers and irrigates
farmers’ fields.
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