GOP lawmakers changing stance
on marijuana

By Kurtis Lee, Los Angeles Times

States that have passed laws legalizing recreational marijuana
in recent years appear to have found some new, unexpected
supporters: Republican politicians.

Since voters began to pass recreational marijuana measures 1in
2012, the pro-pot movement has seen swift support from many
Democrats, with Republicans often pushing back against
legalization. Those expressing concern or opposition have
cited, among other things, the potential for pot to be a
gateway drug, and they have regularly sided with Llaw
enforcement, which has established a unified front against
recreational marijuana.

But a recent mix of public opinion, an influx in tax revenue
and questions surrounding states’ rights has in part led to a
shift in rhetoric and legislative proposals.
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