
Serious  ‘precipitation
whiplash’  predicted  for
Calif.
By Dale Kasler, Sacramento Bee
 
It was the greatest flood in recorded California history, 43
days of rain and snow that swamped the state, killed thousands
of people and forced the newly elected governor to take a boat
to his inauguration at the Capitol.

Now  a  group  of  climatologists  says  global  warming  will
increase  California’s  risk  to  repeat  performances  of  the
devastating flood of 1862.

In a study published Monday in the scientific journal Nature
Climate  Change,  the  scientists  say  climate  change  will
increasingly  expose  California  to  a  phenomenon  they  call
“precipitation  whiplash,”  in  which  drought  or  drought-like
conditions will alternate with intensely rainy winters. Rain
and snow will become concentrated in narrow windows of time at
the peak of winter, instead of being spread between October
and April.
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