IlTlegal pot grows continue
despite change in law

By Peter Fimrite, San Francisco Chronicle

The legalization of cannabis in California has done almost
nothing to halt illegal marijuana growing by Mexican drug
cartels, which are laying bare large swaths of national forest
in California, poisoning wildlife, and siphoning precious
water out of creeks and rivers, U.S. Attorney McGregor Scott
said Tuesday.

The situation is so dire that federal, state and local law
enforcement officials are using $2.5 million from the Trump
administration this year to crack down on illegal growers, who
Scott said have been brazenly setting booby traps, confronting
hikers and attacking federal drug-sniffing dogs with knives.

Instead of fading away after legal marijuana retail sales went
into effect this year, the problem has gotten worse, according
to Scott, who was joined in a news conference Tuesday 1in
Sacramento by California Attorney General Xavier Becerra and
other federal forestry and law enforcement officials.
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