Judge: USFWS illegally denied
bi-state sage grouse listing

By Scott Sonner, AP

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service acted illegally in 2015
when it denied Endangered Species Act protection for a
distinct population of bi-state sage grouse in California and
Nevada, a federal judge ruled Tuesday.

U.S. District Chief Magistrate Judge Joseph Spero in San
Francisco said in an 85-page opinion that the agency ignored
its own best scientific evidence when it reversed course three
years ago on its 2013 proposal to declare the bird threatened.
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