CDC: Suicide rate on the
incline in U.S.

By Melissa Healy, Los Angeles Times

More than a decade of steadily rising rates have made suicide
the nation’s 10th leading cause of death and one of only three
causes of death — including Alzheimer’s disease and drug
overdoses — that are increasing in the United States,
according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.

In a report that examines trends in suicide at the state level
from 1999 to 2016, the CDC reports that suicide rates have
increased in nearly all states. In half of the states, the
agency found the rate at which people took their own lives
rose more than 30 percent.

In releasing the report, one day after fashion designer Kate
Spade was found dead by suicide in New York, CDC officials
underscored that more than half the people who died by suicide
— 54 percent — did not have a known diagnosed mental health
condition at the time of their death.
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