
As wildfires get worse, these
tools will help keep you safe
By Wes Siler, Outside

As the fire season lengthens and as wildfires become both more
severe and more common, we need to start rolling information
about them into our everyday lives—just like we do with the
weather  forecast.  Luckily,  visualizing  the  spread  of  a
wildfire has gotten as easy as predicting afternoon showers
thanks to three powerful new tools. 

The first in an upgrade to the government’s all-agency fire
data  clearing  house  InciWeb,  which  has  gained  a  new  map
feature for each of the fires it reports. So instead of a wall
of bureaucracy-speak, you can instead actually see exactly
where a fire is burning when you go read about it. This info
is updated each morning. Straight from that page, you can
follow links to the fire’s hashtag on Twitter and Instagram
for  photos  and  crowdsourced  information.  A  Facebook  link
directs you to the page of whichever agency is responsible for
managing the fire, where that agency posts live updates and
critical information. 
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