Calif. allows aerial
SuperTanker to re-join fire
fight

By Kellen Browning, Sacramento Bee

As wildfires rage across California, beleaguered fire
officials are calling for reinforcements. After a lengthy
delay, a modified 747 airplane is expected to be deployed this
weekend to assist with the fight.

The Global SuperTanker, a Boeing 747 airframe modified for
firefighting, received approval from Cal Fire and the U.S.
Forest Service on Friday night to begin dropping water,
retardant and suppressant on wildfires, according to Global
SuperTanker Services CEO Jim Wheeler. The plane, named the
Spirit of John Muir, can fly up to 600 miles per hour and
deliver up to eight drops totaling 19,200 gallons in a single
flight.
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