
Calif.  is  prepping  for
extreme weather
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For years, there has been a movement in California to restore
floodplains, by moving levees back from rivers and planting
trees, shrubs and grasses in the low-lying land between. The
goal has been to go back in time, to bring back some of the
habitat for birds, animals and fish that existed before the
state was developed.

But in addition to recreating the past, floodplain restoration
is increasingly seen as a way of coping with the future — one
of  human-induced  climate  change.  The  reclaimed  lands  will
flood more readily, and that will help protect cities and
towns  from  the  more  frequent  and  larger  inundations  that
scientists say are likely as California continues to warm.

Researchers say it is unclear whether climate change will make
California drier or wetter on average. What is more certain is
that the state will increasingly whipsaw between extremes,
with drier dry years, wetter wet ones and a rising frequency
of intense periods of precipitation.
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