When sports betting is legal,
the value of game data soars

By James Glanz and Agustin Armendariz, New York Times

Every weekend during soccer season in Britain, security
personnel find them in stadiums, tapping furiously at their
phones or talking nonstop into a mic, mysterious customers
often wearing hoodies to conceal earpieces and their identity.
While focused with unwavering intensity on the action of the
game, they show none of the engagement and excitement of the
ordinary fans around them.

The unofficial data scouts — or data thieves, depending on who
is describing them — are quickly ejected once they are
discovered.

The fleeting data they are collecting — the minutia of what 1is
happening in the game — is the lifeblood of sports betting,
perhaps the most crucial and valuable element of the entire
industry. If gambling operators are to monetize sports betting
fully, they have to offer wagers on far more than the outcomes
of games. Data on the second-by-second action — exactly when a
goal is scored, where it landed in the net, who had the assist
— creates manifold betting opportunities.
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