Mountain Resort Report©
From: Curtis Fong - "The Guy From Tahoe" – Saturday, December 5, 2009 - UPDATED as of 7:00am 
Good Morning, Lake Tahoe Skiers & Riders. If you're visiting, Welcome to Lake Tahoe. Here’s your Mountain Resort Report for Saturday, December 5.  A Change in Weather coming.  Lake Wind Advisory posted and Winter Storm Watch going in effect Tomorrow Night, So get out today.  Expect Partly Cloudy Skies with isolated Snow Showers in the morning...then Mostly Cloudy with Scattered Snow Showers in the afternoon. Temperatures will range from 28F to 38F. West winds 10 to 20 mph with gusts up to 40 mph and Ridge Gusts up to 55 mph that may affect the operation of upper mountain lifts. Dress in layers, with your Windproof-Waterproof Jacket. Take along a hat, beanie or wear a helmet for safety. Wear Good Sunglasses or Goggles. Don’t forget the sunscreen when the sun is out. Surface conditions are Early Season…  Machine Groomed Machine Made and Packed Powder Snow. Ski and Ride with Care, keep an eye out for marked and unmarked obstacles and Stay on opened runs only.

South Lake Tahoe & Surrounding Area Resorts

	*Heavenly Mountain Resort - South Lake Tahoe – Reports a base of 20-26”. 7 Lifts are scheduled to operate (8:30am-4pm)-WWP. Access to the mountain will be from the Gondola with Tamarack Express, Dipper Express & Comet Express. 7 Runs are open, including California Trail with 12 T-Park Features, Orion’s, Big Dipper & Comet Runs open. Adventure Peak at Top of the Gondola is scheduled to open _WWP with lessons off 2 surface lifts and Big Easy Lift.  Hike to Snow Tubing & Snow Bikes are also offered (10-3). The $369 Heavenly Season Pass still available – Prices will increase soon, so visit the website for details. (MG-PP & MM / 20F / PCldy & Lt-Mod Winds). 1-800-HEAVENLY.  www.skiheavenly.com

	*Sierra-At-Tahoe - on U.S. Hwy 50  – Is opening Today. They report a base of 10” and plan to operate 2 Lifts (9-4) The Easy Rider and Rock Garden with 3 Trails and some T-Park Features. (MG Snow / 27F / MClear & Lt Winds) $35 Lift Tickets. Their Double Whammy Season Passes still available for $399.  Their Sierra-Only Pass, good Sunday thru Friday, excluding black out dates is offered at only $199. Visit their website for the variety of optional season passes. (530) 659-7475. www.sierraattahoe.com

	*Kirkwood Mountain Resort - On Hwy 88 – is open for limited skiing and riding.  They have a base from 12-14”. Chair 5 – “Solitude” will turn (9-4)-WWP, with 3 runs open and a few T-Park features. $37 Lift Tickets. (MG MM/ 24F / MClear & Lt Winds) They also extended Their El Nino Pass sale prices thru tomorrow, with their 6Wood Pass for $289; 7Wood Pass for $429 and Unlimited Season Pass for $599. Go to Kirkwood.com for details.  Kirkwood XC Center: opening soon. (877) KIRKWOOD. www.kirkwood.com

	Camp Richardson Mountain Sport Center - on Emerald Bay Road (Hwy 89) Will have the XC & Snow Shoe Center open as conditions permit. (530) 542-6584. www.camprichardson.com 

	Hope Valley XC Outdoor Center - 14655 Hwy 89/88 – Will open as soon as conditions permit. They will again operate out of their Yurt at Picketts Junction. (530) 694-2266. www.hopevalleyoutdoors.com


North & East Shore / Nevada Resorts

	*Mt. Rose Ski Tahoe - Mt. Rose Hwy 431 – Is open. They report a Base is 12-24”. 2 Lifts are Scheduled to operate (9am-4pm) with the Flying Jenny for Ski School & The Ponderosa Lift. 3 Runs are open with T-Park features. $29 Lift tickets. (MG & SKRPkd Snow / 30F / MClear & Mod Winds).  (775) 849-0704 #1. www.skirose.com

	Diamond Peak - Hwy 28 - in Incline Village – is now scheduled to open December 17, conditions permitting. (775) 831-3211. www.diamondpeak.com

	Spooner Lake Cross Country - Highway 28 - at Spooner Lake State Park – Will open in mid-December as conditions permit. Taking winter reservations for their Wilderness Cabins. (775) 749-5349. www.spoonerlake.com


Donner Summit Resorts

	Donner Ski Ranch - On Donner Pass Road will open as soon as conditions permit. Their Adult Season Pass is priced at $299. Kids 5 and under and Seniors (75+) receive free season passes ($30 processing fee).  (530) 426-3635. www.donnerskiranch.com

	*Sugar Bowl Ski Resort - Off I-80 on Donner Pass Rd  – Is open this Weekend. They report a base from 15-18”. 2 Lifts are scheduled to operate (9-4). The White Pine Quad & Jerome Hill Express are scheduled to turn with 3 Trails open. Enter from the Mt Judah Access. $39 Lift Tickets.  (MG-MM & PP / 28F / Clear & Lt Winds). (530) 426-1111. www.sugarbowl.com

	Royal Gorge Cross Country Ski Resort – Off I-80 in Soda Springs – Is open today thru Monday. They report a base of 6-12” with 6 trails equaling 15km of groomed XC trails open). (9-4).  (28F / MClear & Lt Winds) (530) 426-3871. www.royalgorge.com.

	Soda Springs Winter Resort - Off I-80 – is scheduled to open on December 18 or as conditions permit. (530) 426-3901. www.skisodasprings.com

	*Boreal Mountain Resort – Off I-80 at Boreal/Castle Peak Exit –reports a base of 12-26”. 3 Lifts are scheduled to operate (9-4). The Castle Peak Quad, Nugget Chair and the Accelerator Express Quad to the Top with 6 Runs open and 15-20 terrain park features. Playland Tubing Park open – Hike only (10-3). 2 Lifts will continue to operate till 9pm for night skiing & riding -WWP. (MG- MM & PP / 24F / MClear & Lt Winds). (530) 426-3666 #1. www.rideboreal.com 


Truckee Area Resorts

	Tahoe Donner Ski Area - 11603 Slalom Way, Truckee – is scheduled to open Dec 18.  (530) 587-9444 #2 (Downhill). Tahoe Donner XC – Waiting on Snow. (530) 587-9484. www.skitahoedonner.com

	*Northstar-at-Tahoe - On Hwy 267 – Reports a base of 18-19”. 10 Lifts are scheduled to operate (8:30-4)-WWP. They are open top to bottom with 15 trails & 9 T-Park Features on Pinball. (MG-MM/PP / 21F / Lt Snow & Lt Winds) Double Whammy Season Passes available. Northstar XC/Telemark & Snow Shoe Center – is waiting on Snow. (530) 562-1330. www.northstarattahoe.com


West Shore / North Lake Tahoe Resorts 

	Homewood Mountain Resort - On Hwy 89–is projected to open Dec 18 or as conditions permit. (530) 525-2900. Skihomewood.com

	Granlibakken Ski Hill – Hwy 89 - Tahoe City – Will open in Mid-December as conditions permit. (530) 581-7533.

	Tahoe Cross Country Ski Area - 2.5 miles no. Tahoe City on Hwy 28 –needs just a little more snow to open but they are shooting for Dec 12.  (530) 583-5475. www.tahoexc.org

	*Alpine Meadows Ski Resort - Hwy 89 – Is opening today. They Report a base of 11-16”. 2 Lifts are scheduled to operate (9-4)-WWP with Roundhouse Lift to the mid mountain and the Meadow Chair.  3 runs are open. (MG MM / 23F / MClear & Lt Winds)  (530) 581-8374. www.skialpine.com

	*Squaw Valley USA - Hwy 89 – Reports a base of 12-18”. 7 Lifts are scheduled to operate with The Cable Car up to High Camp open (11-4)-WWP, for Sight Seeing, Dining and Ice Skating at the Olympic Ice Pavilion. Skiing & Riding is offered from the bottom with 6 Lifts including Red Dog & Searchlight with 4 Trails open and 6 T-Park features.  4 Lifts open at the Papoose learning center (9-4). Snow Tubing open (10-3). (MGMM & PP/ 33F / PCldy & Lt Winds). (530) 583-6955 #1. www.squaw.com


Central Sierra Resorts

	*Mammoth Mountain - off Hwy 395 - is reporting a base of 32-40”. 8 Lifts are scheduled to operate including the Lower & Upper Panorama Gondola (8:30am-4pm)-WWP out of the Main Lodge. 18 Trails & 2 T-Parks are to open, (MG-MM & PP / 30F, PCldy & Mod Winds).  (888) 766-9778. www.mammothmountain.com. June Mountain – Opening soon. (760) 934-2224. www.junemountain.com

	Yosemite/Badger Pass - is waiting on snow. Hosting a Tribute to Nic Fiore today from 1:30-3pm, at the Curry Village Pavilion. They plan to open on Dec 18. (209) 372-0200 #1 

www.yosemitepark.com/BadgerPass.aspx

	Dodge Ridge - Pinecrest, CA on Hwy 108 – Looking to open as conditions permit. (209) 536-5300. www.dodgeridge.com

	Bear Valley Mountain Resort - Hwy 4 – May open Friday-Sunday as conditions permit. Check back. But, is scheduled to open by Dec 18.  (209) 753-2301 #2. Bear Valley XC – Waiting on Snow. (209) 753-2834. www.bearvalley.com


So there you have it.  For updates on all Resorts visit BikeandSkiTahoe.Com. Stay tuned to KTHO for the latest in Weather and Road Conditions. And, don’t miss the Annual Warren Miller Movie – “Dynasty” to be shown at the MontBleu Casino Showroom tonight. Purchase tickets in advance at Tahoe Sports Ltd. I look forward to seeing you there. Be Safe and have a great day. It’s Curtis, TGFT and that’s today’s Mtn Resort Report on KTHO AM590 & 96.1FM.

www.bikeandskitahoe.com

FOR CURRENT ROAD INFORMATION CALL:

CALIFORNIA:  1-800-427-7623 • NEVADA: 1-877-NV-ROADS or 511

R1=CHAINS OR SNOWTIRES REQUIRED

R2=CHAINS MANDATORY EXCEPT 4WD WITH SNOWTIRES

Listen to KTHO anywhere around the World at kthoradio.com

